Artist statement

"A horse, a horse, my kingdom for a horse!" - King Richard Ill cries this out on the
battlefield in William Shakespeare’s Richard Ill, as his horse falls beneath him. Without
it, he can neither fight nor flee. Yet in that desperate moment, the loss of earthly power
gives way to a deeper truth- our ultimate strength lies beyond physical dominion.

My Kingdom for a Horse dwells in that same threshold - on that very instant that
sovereignty dissolves and something other than power must bear us forward.

Across cultures and centuries, the horse has exceeded its function as a beast of burden
to become a vessel: for the soul, for memory, for the passage between the earthly and
the divine. This body of art work is not an illustration of any single lineage, but an
attempt to capture the point at which they converge - the moment the rider falls away
and the animal remains, still charged with everything it once carried, now unclaimed.

To remove the rider is to divest the form of ambition, command, and conquest. What
remains is not defeat but release - sovereignty relinquished rather than lost. The wings
extend this divestment into transformation: the horse is held neither wholly earthbound
nor fully departed, but suspended in the interval between collapse and ascension. Fall
and flight are made to inhabit the same interval - the very act that empties the throne is
the one that liberates the dethroned king’s horse beneath it. Now riderless, the horse
ceases to commemorate loss and becomes instead an image of what endures once
crown, battle, and rider have all been surrendered.

This threshold resonates through a long lineage of sacred, mythic, and historical steeds.
It echoes in the ancient Ashvamedha, where the horse sacrifice marked the threshold of
a king's reign, placing the animal at the very origin of temporal power. It ascends to the
luminous realm with Buraq, the winged heavenly mount whose name evokes lightning,
carrying Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) beyond the material plane during the Night
Journey (Isra and Mi'raj) - the ultimate symbol of the horse as a celestial conduit between
the earthly domain and divine presence. It flows through Zuljannah, the standard-bearer
horse of Imam Hussain (A.S.), who returned riderless from the sands of Karbala - an
enduring image of devotion, loss, and sacred memory bearing the weight of a fallen
sovereignty. It breathes in Ferdowsi’'s Shahnameh, where Rakhsh serves as the fierce,
fiercely loyal partner to the hero Rustam, and transcending mere beast to act as a
guardian of destiny. Even in conquest, the animal outlasts the empire: when Alexander’s
famed steed Bucephalus fell near the Hydaspes, the conqueror founded cities named in
his horse’s honour - traces of which remain tied to the landscape of South Asia today
(such as Bucephala near Jhelum and Phali, is believed by most historians to lie
underneath the modern town of Jalalpur Sharif.

Alongside the celestial myth of Pegasus, these lineages - spanning sacred rites, epic
traditions, divine ascents, and ancient memory - are reduced here to their shared
essence. Strip away the conqueror, the king, and the hero, and only the horse remains:
no longer an instrument of dominion, but a timeless vessel suspended between earth and
sky. This is the metaphorical essence of my rider less horse contained in this exhibition.
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Allegory of War, Midlands Arts Center, Birmingham, UK
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Hopes of paradise, Contemporary Art of Pakistan, Grosvenor Gallery, London, UK

Abu Dhabi Art Fair, Abu Dhabi, UAE
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Dubai Art Fair, Dubai, UAE

Indian Art Fair, Delhi, India

Art International Istanbul 2015, Istanbul, Turkey
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Dubai Art Fair, Dubai, UAE
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Pulse Art Fair, New York, USA
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Mad in Karachi 3D, curated by Munawar Ali Syed, Art Chowk Gallery, Karachi, Pakistan
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In Difesa - fondazione 107, Torino, Italy

Svelando I'Utopia, Alberto Peola Arte Contemporanea, Torino, Italy

Resemble Reassemble, Devi Art Foundation, Delhi, India
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Starring the Artists, Self, portraits from Pakistan, IVS Gallery, Karachi, Pakistan

Hanging Fire, contemporary Art from Pakistan, Asia Society Museum, New York, USA
Emperors new clothing, Talwar Gallery, New York, USA

Steel Life, curated by Elisabetta Pozzetti, La Triennale di Milano Museum, Milan Italy
Failing States, Two person show at Aicon Gallery, London, UK

Pulse Contemporary Art Fair, New York, USA

Bologna Art Fair, Bologna, Italy

Women of Light, Galerie Davide Gallo, Berlin, Germany

Tradition, Technique, Technology - II, Contemporary artists from Pakistan, Aicon Gallery,
Palo Alto, US

Women of Light - Galerie Davide Gallo - Berlin, German

Video Loop 08’, Barcelona, Spain

Fiera Internazionale d'Arte contemparanea International Exhibition of Contemporary Art -
Bologna, Italy

An intensity of Space & Substance and LOVE - National Art Gallery, Islamabad, Pakistan
Preview Berlin, The emerging art fair, Berlin, Germany

Articulating the Subtext, curated by Niilofar Furrukh, Alliance Francaise Karachi, Pakistan
Flights of Fancy, curated by Quddus Mirza, Royaat Gallery, Lahore, Pakistan

Body, curated by Amin Gulgee, Amin Gulgee Gallery, Karachi, Pakistan

Calligraphy, curated by Amin Gulgee, Amin Gulgee Gallery, Karachi, Pakistan
Urban/Culture, CP Open Biennale 2005, Jakarta, Indonesia

Beyond Borders, National Gallery of Modern Art, Bombay, India

Spielen mit geladenem Gewehr (Playing with the loaded gun), Kunsthalle Fridericianum
Kassel, Germany

43rd Premio Suzzara, Associazione galleria Del Premio Suzzara, ltaly

Playing with the loaded Gun, Apex Art, New York, U.S.

Twenty - four Shots per second, Kara Film Fest, Karachi, Pakistan

Imagined Workshop, 2nd Fukuoka Asian Art Triennale, Fukuoka, Japan



