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Artist statement

My current body of work continues an ongoing observation of barricades and 
protective structures in the urban landscape. Once encountered as objects of 
obstruction, control and security, these forms have become so embedded in the city 
that their presence often goes unnoticed.

I am interested in this shift in perception. A barricade left on the roadside, no longer 
blocking or redirecting movement, begins to exist differently. It leans against trees; 
birds perch on it, animals rest beside it, foliage grows around it. Its paint fades, gathers 
marks and weathers. Removed from the moment of tension, it loses some of its hostility 
and becomes part of the landscape.

The painted patterns of these structures particularly interest me. Black and yellow, red 
and white, and other colours of warning and demarcation have travelled beyond the 
barricade onto walls, gates, grills, planters and residential façades, entering the 
graphic vocabulary of the city. Through repetition, a language meant to signal caution 
begins to operate as pattern, decoration and design.

In this work, I isolate, rearrange and extend these patterns through colour, composition 
and architectural form. The boundary between barricade, architecture and image 
becomes uncertain in my current series of work.
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Profile

Seema Nusrat is an artist working with site - specific public art, installation, and urban intervention. Her 
practice engages the intersections of architecture, urbanism, and material culture, examining how people 
navigate and negotiate built environments. Her work often explores security infrastructure, urban barriers, 
façade culture, and the shifting dynamics of public space.

She works collaboratively with artisans and technical specialists, integrating process and production into 
the conceptual core of her practice. Nusrat has exhibited internationally, including at the Abu Dhabi Public 
Art Biennial, Busan Biennale, Fukuoka Asian Art Triennale, Gasworks London, and the National College of 
Arts Triennale, Lahore.

Alongside her practice, she has been engaged in art education for over a decade. She has served as 
Associate Professor and Head of Fine Art at the Indus Valley School of Art and Architecture, Karachi, and 
currently teaches in the Sculpture Department at the National College of Arts, Lahore.

Originally from Karachi, the artist now resides in Lahore.
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