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Artist statement

"A horse, a horse, my kingdom for a horse!" - King Richard III cries this out on the 
battlefield in William Shakespeare�s Richard III, as his horse falls beneath him. Without 
it, he can neither fight nor flee. Yet in that desperate moment, the loss of earthly power 
gives way to a deeper truth- our ultimate strength lies beyond physical dominion.

My Kingdom for a Horse dwells in that same threshold - on that very instant that 
sovereignty dissolves and something other than power must bear us forward. 

Across cultures and centuries, the horse has exceeded its function as a beast of burden 
to become a vessel: for the soul, for memory, for the passage between the earthly and 
the divine. This body of art work is not an illustration of any single lineage, but an 
attempt to capture the point at which they converge - the moment the rider falls away 
and the animal remains, still charged with everything it once carried, now unclaimed.

To remove the rider is to divest the form of ambition, command, and conquest. What 
remains is not defeat but release - sovereignty relinquished rather than lost. The wings 
extend this divestment into transformation: the horse is held neither wholly earthbound 
nor fully departed, but suspended in the interval between collapse and ascension. Fall 
and flight are made to inhabit the same interval - the very act that empties the throne is 
the one that liberates the dethroned king�s horse beneath it. Now riderless, the horse 
ceases to commemorate loss and becomes instead an image of what endures once 
crown, battle, and rider have all been surrendered.

This threshold resonates through a long lineage of sacred, mythic, and historical steeds. 
It echoes in the ancient Ashvamedha, where the horse sacrifice marked the threshold of 
a king's reign, placing the animal at the very origin of temporal power. It ascends to the 
luminous realm with Buraq, the winged heavenly mount whose name evokes lightning, 
carrying Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) beyond the material plane during the Night 
Journey (Isra and Mi'raj) - the ultimate symbol of the horse as a celestial conduit between 
the earthly domain and divine presence. It flows through Zuljannah, the standard-bearer 
horse of Imam Hussain (A.S.), who returned riderless from the sands of Karbala -  an 
enduring image of devotion, loss, and sacred memory bearing the weight of a fallen 
sovereignty. It breathes in Ferdowsi�s Shahnameh, where Rakhsh serves as the fierce, 
fiercely loyal partner to the hero Rustam, and transcending mere beast to act as a 
guardian of destiny. Even in conquest, the animal outlasts the empire: when Alexander�s 
famed steed Bucephalus fell near the Hydaspes, the conqueror founded cities named in 
his horse�s honour - traces of which remain tied to the landscape of South Asia today 
(such as Bucephala near Jhelum and Phali, is believed by most historians to lie 
underneath the modern town of Jalalpur Sharif.

Alongside the celestial myth of Pegasus, these lineages - spanning sacred rites, epic 
traditions, divine ascents, and ancient memory - are reduced here to their shared 
essence. Strip away the conqueror, the king, and the hero, and only the horse remains: 
no longer an instrument of dominion, but a timeless vessel suspended between earth and 
sky. This is the metaphorical essence of my rider less horse contained in this exhibition.



Artist: Adeela Suleman
Title: Celestial Quintet 
Year: 2026
Medium: Hand painted galvanized iron sheet 
Size: 72 x 46 inches 

 1



Artist: Adeela Suleman
Title: Equus 1 - Fortuna 
Year: 2026
Medium: Carved rose wood, kikar wood ( gum arabic) base,
               genuine leather and metal  
Size: 81 x 72 x 28 inches 
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Detail



Artist: Adeela Suleman
Title: Equus 2 - War & Peace 
Year: 2026
Medium: Carved rose wood, kikar wood ( gum arabic) base,
               genuine leather and metal
Size: 55 x 72 x 28 inches 
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Detail



Artist: Adeela Suleman
Title: Equus 3 - A Battle for Paradise
Year: 2026
Medium: Carved rose wood, kikar wood ( gum arabic) base,
               genuine leather and metal
Size: 58 x 72 x 27 inches 
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Detail



Artist: Adeela Suleman
Title: Equus 4 - Crouching Tiger 
Year: 2026
Medium: Carved rose wood, kikar wood ( gum arabic) base,
               genuine leather and metal
Size: 60 x 72 x 28 inches 
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Detail



Artist: Adeela Suleman
Title: Pegasus Unseated
Year: 2026
Medium: Hand painted galvanized iron sheet 
Size: 72 x 48 inches 

6 



Profile

Adeela Suleman received her BFA from the Indus Valley School of Art and Architecture, Karachi in 1999 
and her MA in International Relations from Karachi University in 1995. Suleman was the Head of Fine 
Art Department at The Indus Valley School of Art and Architecture, Karachi, Pakistan from 2008-2019. 
She is the founding member and director of Vasl Artists� Association Karachi, Pakistan, founding 
member & director of Odd Bird Art, Singapore, Pakistan, and founding member and director of 
Suleman Annual Grant for Arts � SAGA, Karachi, Pakistan 

Suleman has exhibited in numerous solo exhibitions including those at Grosvenor Gallery , London, UK 
( 2024) ; The Barracks Art Museum, Lahore, Pakistan ( 2024) ; Midlands Arts Center, Birmingham, UK 
(2022); Sullivan+ Strumpf, Singapore (2019); Aicon Gallery, New York, USA (2017); Gandhara Art 
Gallery, Karachi, Pakistan (2017); Davide Gallo Gallery, Milan, Italy (2017); Canvas Gallery, Karachi, 
Pakistan (2015); Aicon Gallery, New York, USA (2014); Canvas Gallery, Karachi, Pakistan (2012); 
Alberto Peola Gallery, Torino, Italy (2012); Aicon Gallery, London, UK (2011); Rohtas Gallery, Lahore, 
Pakistan (2008).

She has taken part in group exhibitions at notable Museums and foundations such as Victoria and 
Albert Museum,London,  UK; Kiran Nadar Museum, Delhi, India; Manchester Art Gallery, 
Manchester,UK; Glynn Vivian Art Gallery, Swansea, UK, Asia Society, NewYork, USA; Seattle Asian Art 
Museum,USA; Queensland Art Gallery of Modern Art (QAGOMA), Brisbane, Australia; Museo 
Diocesana,Milan, Italy ; Asian Art museum, SanFrancisco, USA  and her works are part of notable 
international public collections. Suleman has also participated in the Lisbon Jewelry Biennale, Portugal 
(2024);Art Basel Hong Kong(2024);  Busan Biennale, South Korea (2022); Karachi Biennale, Pakistan 
(2017 and 2019); Singapore Biennale (2016); Asian Art Biennial, Taichung, Taiwan (2013); SEA+ 
Triennial, Jakarta, Indonesia (2013); Asia Triennial II, Manchester, UK (2011); 2nd Fukuoka Asian Art 
Triennial, Fukuoka, Japan (2002).Her work has been shown numerous times at , Art Dubai, Abu Dhabi 
Art Fair , India Art Fair and  Armory, New York and Art Basel Hongkong.
 
Her work has been reviewed by several magazines, catalogues and newspapers such as Art Forum, 
BOMB Magazine, Wall Street International, New York Times, Publications, Art Radar Asia, Art Link 
Magazine and Art Asia Pacific.

Suleman�s Monograph �Not everyone�s Heaven� was printed by Skira in 2020. Her second book �Art, 
Violence and the State in the Killing Fields of Karachi� was recently published and co-authored by 
Mariam Ali Baig in 2022. Suleman lives and works in Karachi, Pakistan.



                                  
Education

1999                       BFA in Sculpture, Indus Valley School of Art and Architecture, Karachi, Pakistan
1995                       MA in International Relations, University of Karachi, Karachi, Pakistan
1992                       Bachelor of Arts, St Joseph College, Karachi, Pakistan 

Work Experience

2024                       Visiting Faculty, Department of Sculpture, National College of Art (NCA), Lahore Pakistan
2023 - till present   Director and Founding Member of Suleman Annual Grant for Arts (SAGA), Pakistan 
2022 - till present   Director and founding member of ODD BIRD ART, Singapore, Pakistan
2021                       Visiting Faculty, Associate Professor, Department of Fine Art, Indus Valley School of Art &                             
                             Architecture, Karachi, Pakistan
2008 - till present   Director and founding member of Vasl Artists� Association (formally known as Vasl Artists� 
                             Collective)
2008 - 21                Associate Professor, Department of Fine Art, Indus Valley School of Art & Architecture, 
                             Karachi, Pakistan
2008 - 19                Head, Department of Fine Art, Indus Valley School of Art & Architecture, Karachi, Pakistan
2006 - 07                Co - Coordinator of the Vasl Artists� Collective, Karachi, Pakistan
2005                       Visiting Faculty Member of Indus Valley School of Art & Architecture, Karachi, Pakistan
2001 - 06                Working group member of the Vasl Art Trust, Karachi, Pakistan
2001 - 07                Coordinator of the Department of Fine Art, Department of Visual Studies, Karachi 
                             University

Works In Collections

Works are part of notable international public collections including the Barts Health-NHS London, UK ; Qatar 
Museum, Qatar ; Devi Art Foundation, Gurgaon, India ; Kiran Nader Museum of Art, New Delhi, India ; Art in 
Embassies Collection, USA ; Art Gallery New South Wales, Australia ; Orlando Museum of Art , Orlando, 
Florida, USA ; Flame Towers, Baku, Azerbaijan ; Four Seasons Hotel, New Delhi, India, Hilton Hotel Bangaluru, 
India ; Manchester Art Gallery, Manchester , UK ; Pinakothek Der Moderne, Munich, Germany, Queensland 
Art Gallery, Brisbane, Australia, Denver Museum, USA, HBL Art Collection, Pakistan and The Kier Foundation, 
Sydney, Australia

Solo Shows

2025                       Imperium Amidst Opium Blossoms, Mohatta Palace Museum, Karachi, Pakistan
2025                       The Kingdom of Retribution, Canvas Gallery, Karachi, Pakistan
2024                       Retribution, The Barracks Art Museum, Lahore, Pakistan 
2024                       Exit the Tiger: Symbols of Valour in Tipu�s India, Grosvenor Gallery, London, UK
2023                       Solo Show, Art Dubai, Contemporary, Canvas Gallery Booth, Dubai, UAE
2022                       Allegory of War, Midlands Arts Center, Birmingham, UK
2021                       Armory Show, Solo booth, Aicon Contemporary, New York, USA
2021                       Mercy Shall Follow Me, Aicon Gallery, New York, USA
2020                       Dubai Art Fair, Bawwaba Artists curated by Nancy Adajani, Solo Booth, Canvas Gallery,  
                             Dubai, UAE
2019                       Ashes to Ashes, Sullivan + Strumpf Gallery, Singapore
2019                       Dubai Art Fair, Bawwaba Artists curated by Élise Atangana Solo Booth, Aicon Gallery, 
                             Dubai, UAE
2018                       What May Lie Ahead, Canvas Gallery, Karachi, Pakistan
2017                       From the Ruin to Rust, Galleria Davide Gallo, Milan, Italy
2017                       Not everyone�s Heaven, Aicon Gallery, New York, USA
2017                       Fragmented Landscape, Gandhara Art Space, Karachi, Pakistan
2015                       Dream of Carnage, Canvas Gallery, Karachi, Pakistan
2014                       Towards the end, Aicon Galler, New York, USA
2013                       Impulse, Aicon Gallery Booth I - 5 at Pulse Art Fair, New York, U.S
2012                       I had no choice but to hear you, Canvas Gallery, Karachi, Pakistan
2012                       Solo Show, Alberto Peola Gallery, Torino, Italy
2011                       Solo show, Aicon Gallery London, UKs, in conjunction with site-specific sculpture
                             Drained (2011), for the Manchester Cathedral as part of Asia Triennial Manchester, U.K
2010                       After all it�s always somebody else�, Aicon Gallery, New York, USA
2008                       Uncertainty, Rohtas Gallery, Lahore, Pakistan
2008                       Solo show, Canvas Gallery, Karachi, Pakistan 
2007                       Confinement, Commune Artist Colony, Karachi, Pakistan
2002                       Salma Sitara and Sisters Motor Cycle Workshop, Preview, Indus Valley School of Art and 
                             Architecture, Karachi, Pakistan

Exhibitions

2026                       Rising Voices: Contemporary Art from Asia, Australia and the Pacific, curated by Tarun                              
                             Nagesh, Victoria and Albert Museum, London, UK
2026                       Disterra: Terrains of Disappearances, curated by Nichola Khan & Zoha Waseem, Ahmed 
                             Pervaiz Gallery, Arts Council of Pakistan, Karachi, Pakistan
2025                       Seen & Unseen, curated by Fang Wang Linulf & Usman Ahmed, United Nations, Pakistan, 
                             Pakistan National Council of Arts (PNCA), Islamabad, Pakistan
2025                       Peace & Pieces, Ahmed Pervaiz Art Gallery, Arts Council of Pakistan, Karachi, Pakistan 
2025                       Kiran Nadar Museum, Art Mumbai, Mumbai, India 
2025                       Tigers & Dragons: India and Wales in Britain, curated by Katy Freer & Dr Zehra Jumabhoy, 
                             Glynn Vivian Art Gallery, Swansea, Wales, UK
2025                       Dharti Dhar Dhar Dharke Gi, curated by Salima Hashmi, COMO Museum of Art, Lahore, 
                             Pakistan
2025                       Bricks Laid, Stories Untold, Sullivan + Strumpf Gallery, Singapore
2024                       Manzar: Art and Architecture from Pakistan 1940s to Today, Exhibition organized by Art Mill 
                             Museum at the National Museum of Qatar, Doha, Qatar 
2024                       Materiality as Design: Envisioning Space Through Time, Design Summit 01, Pavilion 
                             Lahore Fort, Lahore, Pakistan
2024                       Encounters, Special Projects, curated By Alexie Glass Kantor, Art Basel Hong Kong,
                             Hong Kong
2024                       Dil na umeed tu nahin (The heart has not lost hope), Alhamra Art Centre, Lahore, Pakistan
2024                       Olive Branch, curated by Nafisa Rizvi, Koel Gallery, Karachi, Pakistan
2022                       We, On the Rising Wave, Busan Biennale, curated by Haeju Kim, Busan, South Korea
2022                       Pagal Pagal Pagal Pagal Filmy Duniya (Mad Mad Mad Mad Filmy world), curated by 
                             Elham Puriya Mehr, hinterland Galerie, Vienna, Austria
2022                       Art: Key to Conflict Resolution, curated by Vasia Deliyianni, Casa Bianca, Thessaloniki, 
                             Greece
2022                       India Art Fair, Aicon Contemporary booth, Delhi, India 
2022                       Embodied Change: South Asian Art Across Time, Seattle Asian Art Museum, Seattle, USA
2022                       Media Art in Focus - Part III, Kunst Collection, Pinakothek der Moderne, Munich, Germany 
2021 - 22                The 10th Asia Pacific Triennial of Contemporary Art (APT10), Queensland Art Gallery of 
                             Modern Art (QAGOMA), Brisbane, Australia
2021                       Abu Dhabi Art, Booth A 21, Aicon contemporary, Abu Dhabi
2021                       Patterns of the Past: Weaving Heritage in Pakistani Art, curated by Zehra Jumabhoy, 
                             Grosvenor Gallery, London, UK in collaboration with Canvas Gallery, Karachi, Pakistan
2021                       SOUL fury, Bendigo Art Gallery, curated by Nur Shkembi, Bendigo, Australia
2020                       A Perfect Society, Aicon Contemporary, New York, USA
2020                       India Art Fair, Aicon Contemporary, New Delhi, India
2020                       Amish Quilts Meet Modern Art, State Textile and Industry Museum Augsburg, Germany
2020                       Tapestry of Fading Gardens, IX1 Gallery, Dubai, UAE
2020                       IMPART Collector�s Show 2020: Material Agenda, curated by Tan Boon Hui, Singapore 
2019                       Abu Dhabi Art Fair, New Horizons, Aicon Contemporary, Abu Dhabi
2019                       Art Dubai, Aicon Contemporary, Dubai
2019                       Very Very Sweet Madina: 1990�s Artistic Innovation in Karachi, curated By Aziz Sohail and 
                             Bani Abidi, Sharjah Art Foundation, Sharjah
2019                       Ecology & Environment KB19 (Karachi Biennale 2019), curated by Mohammad Zeeshan, 
                             Karachi, Pakistan 
2019                       Burnish Tarnish, curated by Girish Shahane, Palette Art Gallery, New Delhi, India
2019                       Art Theorem, organized by Imago Mundi, Benetton Foundation
2019                       �FUTURE PAST: Tradition and Transgression in Contemporary Art from Asia�, 
                             Sullivan + Strumpf Sydney, Sydney, Australia
2019                       Rhythms of Recurrence, Koel Gallery, Karachi, Pakistan
2019                       Museums of Days, Sullivan + Strumpf Gallery Singapore, Singapore
2019                       India Art Fair, Aicon Gallery Booth, Delhi, India
2018                       4th Faiz International Festival, Alhamra Art Gallery, Lahore, Pakistan 
2018                       Art for Education, curated by Salima Hashmi & Rosa Mario Flavo, Museo Diocesana, 
                             Milan, Ital
2018                       Objects We Behold, curated by Amra Ali, Gandhara Art Gallery, Karachi, Pakistan
2018                       Fearless, Contemporary South Asian Art, Art Gallery NSW, Sydney, Australia 
2018                       Delicate Bond of Steel, Cincinnati Exhibition, Aicon Contemporary
2018                       Art Basel Hong Kong, Hong Kong
2018                       Trompe - l��il - curated by Dr. Mikala Tai, Sullivan + Strumpf Gallery, Singapore
2017                       Witness, KB17 - Karachi Biennale, Chief curator Amin Gulgee, Karachi, Pakistan 
2017                       I don�t want to be there when it happens, curated by Mikala Tai and Kate warren, Rebecca 
                             Warren and Eugenio Viola - PICA - Perth Institute of Contemporary Arts, Perth, Australia
2017                       Art Stage Singapore, Singapore
2017                       I don�t want to be there when it happens, curated by Mikala Tai and Katewarren, 4A Centre 
                             for Contemporary Asian Art, Sydney, Australia
2017                       We Ate the Birds, a multidisciplinary project, curated by Seher Naveed, Koel Gallery
2017                       The Artist / Knight, curated by Joanna de Vos, curated by Joanna De Vos, Kasteel Van 
                             Gaasbeek, Gassbeek Castle Museum, Belgium
2017                       Exhibition of films and talk at Pinakothek der Modern Museum, Munich, Germany 
2017 - 18                South Asian Design, Exploring how South Asian traditional crafts are inspiring exciting 
                             contemporary art, design and fashion, Manchester Art Gallery, Manchester, UK
2016 - 17                An Atlas of Mirrors, Singapore Biennale, Singapore Art Museum, Singapore
2016                       Hopes of paradise, Contemporary Art of Pakistan, Grosvenor Gallery, London, UK
2016                       Abu Dhabi Art Fair, Abu Dhabi, UAE
2016                       The 70�s Pakistan Radioactive Decade, curated by Niilofar Farrukh & Amin Gulgee, Amin 
                             Gulgee Gallery, Karachi, Pakistan
2016                       Art Stage Singapore, Singapore
2016                       Dubai Art Fair, Dubai, UAE
2016                       Indian Art Fair, Delhi, India
2015                       Art International Istanbul 2015, Istanbul, Turkey
2015                       The Lay of The Land, curated by Anushka Rajendran, Latitude28 Gallery, New Delhi, India
2015                       Art International Istanbul 2015, Istanbul, Turkey
2015                       Headlines, curated by Munawar Ali Syed, Frere Hall, Karachi, Pakistan
2015                       Dubai Art Fair, Dubai, UAE
2015                       Indian Art Fair, Delhi, India
2013                       SEA Triennale 2013, curator: Jim Supangkat, Suwarno Wisetrotomo, Asikin Hasan, Rizki A. 
                             Zaelani, and Rikrik Kusmara, National Gallery of Indonesia. Jakarta, Indonesia
2013                       Everyday life - Asian Art Biennial 2013, curated by Iris Shu Peng - National Taiwan                               
                             Museum of Fine Arts, Taichung, Taiwan
2013                       Group Show of eminent Modern and contemporary Artists, Canvas Gallery, Karachi,
                             Pakistan 
2013                       Group Show, Here & Now, curated by Quddus Mirza, Lahore Art Gallery, Lahore, Pakistan
2013                       Scope Art Fair, New York, USA 
2013                       Indian Art Fair, Delhi, India
2013                       Dubai Art Fair, Dubai, UAE
2013                       Pulse Art Fair, New York, USA
2012                       Group show celebrating 30 years of Rohtas Gallery, curated by Quddus Mirza
                             National Gallery Islamabad, Pakistan
2012                       The color of the Narrative, contemporary Art from Pakistan, curated by Salima Hashmi, 
                             Bangkok Art & Culture center, Thailand
2012                       Phantom of Asia - Contemporary Awakens the Past curated by Mami Katoko curator Mori 
                             Art Museum, Japan, Asian Art Museum, San Francisco, USA
2012                       Dubai art fair, Aicon Gallery booth Dubai, UAE
2012                       Indian art summit, Aicon Gallery booth New Delhi
2012                       Band Baaja Baarat, Group show, curated by Sameera Raja, IVS Gallery, Karachi, Pakistan
2012                       Mein - the artist and the self, curated by Noorjehan Bilgrami and Amean J, Koel Gallery 
                             Karachi, Pakistan
2011                       Group Show, curated by Salima Hashmi, Drawing Room Art Gallery Lahore, Pakistan
2011                       Home Spun, curated by Girish Shahane, Devi Art Foundation, Delhi, India
2011                       Asia Trienniel II, Organized by Shisha, Manchester, UK 
2011                       Reprise, Aicon Gallery, New York  
2011                       Dubai art fair, Dubai
2011                       Indian art summit, New Delhi
2011                       Mad in Karachi 3D, curated by Munawar Ali Syed, Art Chowk Gallery, Karachi, Pakistan
2010                       RisingTide, curated by Naiza Khan, Mohatta Palace Museum, Karachi, Pakistan 
2010                       Abu Dhabi Art Fair, Aicon Gallery booth, Abu Dhabi
2010                       In Difesa - fondazione 107, Torino, Italy
2010                       Svelando I�Utopia, Alberto Peola Arte Contemporanea,Torino, Italy
2010                       Resemble Reassemble, Devi Art Foundation, Delhi, India
2009                       Different Drummer, curated by Late Usmaan Ghaouri, IVS Gallery, Karachi, Pakistan
2009                       Going Places, Group show, Canvas Gallery, Karachi, Pakistan
2009                       Starring the Artists, Self, portraits from Pakistan, IVS Gallery, Karachi, Pakistan
2009                       Hanging Fire, contemporary Art from Pakistan, Asia Society Museum, New York, USA
2009                       Emperors new clothing, Talwar Gallery, New York, USA
2009                       Steel Life, curated by Elisabetta Pozzetti, La Triennale di Milano Museum, Milan Italy 
2009                       Failing States, Two person show at Aicon Gallery, London, UK
2009                       Pulse Contemporary Art Fair, New York, USA
2009                       Bologna Art Fair, Bologna, Italy
2008                       Women of Light, Galerie Davide Gallo, Berlin, Germany 
2008                       Tradition, Technique, Technology - II, Contemporary artists from Pakistan, Aicon Gallery, 
                             Palo Alto, US
2008                       Women of Light - Galerie Davide Gallo - Berlin, German
2008                       Video Loop 08�, Barcelona, Spain
2008                       Fiera Internazionale d'Arte contemparanea International Exhibition of Contemporary Art - 
                             Bologna, Italy
2007                       An intensity of Space & Substance and LOVE - National Art Gallery, Islamabad, Pakistan
2007                       Preview Berlin, The emerging art fair, Berlin, Germany
2007                       Articulating the Subtext, curated by Niilofar Furrukh, Alliance Francaise Karachi, Pakistan
2006                       Flights of Fancy, curated by Quddus Mirza, Royaat Gallery, Lahore, Pakistan 
2006                       Body, curated by Amin Gulgee, Amin Gulgee Gallery, Karachi, Pakistan
2006                       Calligraphy, curated by Amin Gulgee, Amin Gulgee Gallery, Karachi, Pakistan
2005                       Urban/Culture, CP Open Biennale 2005, Jakarta, Indonesia
2005                       Beyond Borders, National Gallery of Modern Art, Bombay, India
2004                       Spielen mit geladenem Gewehr (Playing with the loaded gun), Kunsthalle Fridericianum                              
                             Kassel, Germany
2003                       43rd Premio Suzzara, Associazione galleria Del Premio Suzzara, Italy
2003                       Playing with the loaded Gun, Apex Art, New York, U.S.
2003                       Twenty - four Shots per second, Kara Film Fest, Karachi, Pakistan
2002                       Imagined Workshop, 2nd Fukuoka Asian Art Triennale, Fukuoka, Japan




