
Artist statement

My work begins with a personal relationship with Chamak Patti and the world. I was 
born in Peshawar and later moved to Hyderabad, where I grew up around the visual 
culture of decorated trucks. From an early age, I worked as a mechanic. Next to the 
place where I worked was a truck decoration shop, and I became fascinated by the 
way trucks were transformed through colour, paint, Chamak Patti, patterns and small 
decorative details. I was not a truck painter, and I did not know how to paint at the time, 
but I was deeply interested in learning how these decorations were made and how the 
trucks were given their visual identity. I gradually learned the craft and began working 
with Chamak Patti out of curiosity and personal interest. Overtime the material started 
resonating with my life, the places I lived, the work I did, people I learned from, and the 
experience of labour. This relationship with material stayed with me and eventually 
became an important part of my art practice. In this body of work, I revisit those 
memories through my own imagination. The trees, mountains, flowers, leaves, 
landscapes, circles, lines, sun and moon that appear in the work come from the visual 
vocabulary of truck decoration. But I do not reproduce them as traditional truck art. I 
take these familiar motifs apart and rebuild them through abstraction, allowing them to 
become something new while retaining a connection to where they came from. 
Chamak Patti remains central to this process, alongside paint, crystals and other 
materials associated with truck decoration. I am interested in what happens when 
these materials are taken from their familiar context and used on a different scale and 
contemporary surfaces. Some works are large, reflecting the physical presence and 
visual impact of trucks themselves, while smaller works allow me to explore individual 
motifs, colours and patterns more intimately. The physical process of making is most 
important to me. I do not begin with a completely fixed image of what the final work will 
look like. I work directly with the material, placing line after line and dot after dot, 
allowing the image to develop through the process. There is always an element of 
surprise when the work is finished, because the final result often becomes different 
from what I had imagined. For me, this labour is part of the meaning of the work. The 
finished surface may appear bright, decorative and effortless, but behind that beauty 
are countless small gestures, thoughts, Ideas and Feelings. My early experience of 
labour continues to inform this process.



Profile

Yaseen Khan is a visual artist currently based in Lahore, Pakistan. He completed his BFA in Fine Arts from 
the National College of Arts (NCA), Lahore, in 2018, graduating with Distinction, with Painting as his major 
and Photography and Calligraphy as his minors.

Khan has participated in numerous exhibitions and group shows in Pakistan and internationally. His 
exhibition history includes the Alhamra Annual Exhibition of Young Artists, the Zahoor ul Akhlaq Gallery, O 
Art Space, Sanat Art Gallery, Canvas Gallery, Lahore Biennale, and the Embassy of France in Islamabad.

In 2018, Khan participated in The Real and Its Double, held at the Embassy of France in Islamabad, where 
he received the First Prize and subsequently had the opportunity to travel to Paris. He has also participated 
in international exhibitions and projects in the Netherlands, the United States, and online platforms.

His practice has been presented through exhibitions including The Kind of Nature, Transcending Traditions, 
Power of Art, Oxytocin, Sensibility/Serenity, Past in Bloom, Heaven, Edifice, and Preserving the Lost Era.

Khan has also been involved in residency and public art projects, including Power of Art and Articulate 
Residencies in collaboration with HQ Art Foundation, Lahore, as well as a public art project under the 
Lahore Biennale Foundation. Selected works from his practice are held in the permanent collection of 
Ambiance Boutique Art Hotels.
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