
Artist Statement 

In Retribution, I navigate the timeless themes of judgment, redemption, and the troubled 
contours of the human condition, using as a major point of reference, Michelangelo's 
magnificent altar piece at the Sistine Chapel, Vatican the Last Judgment. My carvings 
on wood attempt to rejuvenate the visceral and evocative images that Michelangelo so 
masterfully created in The Last Judgement, which stand as a highly relevant contemporary 
testament to the world's ongoing struggles for moral justice.

Each art work allows the viewers to confront mind - boggling moral and ethical dilemmas 
that transcend both time and place. The portrayal of the horror- struck damned soul, 
encircled by demons, evoking the perpetual struggle between light and darkness that 
is firmly ensconced within humanity. During the process, the angels blowing the trumpet 
herald the awakening of the soul, a clarion call for arousing awareness on the theme of 
retribution, emphasizing that actions resonate well beyond their immediate consequence.

The angels presenting the Book of Deeds provoke an inward contemplation on 
self- accountability, urging us to reexamine the weight of our moral choices and their 
lasting imprint on both our inner psyche and a wider global ethos.

Retribution provides the visitor with an opportunity to reflect on the ongoing impact of 
our cerebral choices and on the complex dilemmas enmeshed within our daily actions, 
they are persistent whispers from our not-so-distant past, urging us to re-navigate the 
fragile boundaries between existence and the collapse of our moral ethos, so as to 
achieve invigorating societal solution to our ongoing dilemmas.

Adeela Suleman - 2025



Sada e Mehshar – Raag Marwa in D Flat 9th 
Composed by Arshad Mahmud and Ustad Nafees Ahmed 
A technical note on the accompanying music for the Kingdom of Retribution exhibition

Sada e Mehshar: Raag Marwa in D Flat 9th, has been especially composed for artist 
Adeela Suleman’s Retribution by Arshad Mahmud and Ustad Nafees Ahmed. The 
composition consists of a transformative musical journey that transcends cultural 
boundaries – a fusion of the rich tradition of northern Hindustani classical music as 
revealed in Raag Marwa, which is the most prominent raag in the Marwa Thaat. The 
resulting composition of classical fusion music encapsulates a depth of melancholic 
complexity in human emotion, drawing on the music of two distinct sitars and one 
surbahar; accompanied by tanpuras and intricate percussions on tabla, pakhawaj and 
the garha. The essentially South Asian instrumentation of the composition is interlaced 
with strands of western classical music in both wind and string forms - the church organ, 
the oboe, French horn and trumpet arrays, entwined with orchestral string elements 
- violins, cellos and the bass clarinet, punctuated at climactic points at the samm with a 
clashing sound of cymbals.

Raag Marwa given its dominant status in the Marwa Thaat is embedded with a defining 
musical juxtaposition of notes from other raags, and these re-surface in the composition 
for Retribution – Durga, Bhopali, Megh, Adana and Malkuns. The listener is drawn in to 
an intricate tapestry of sounds as he contemplates the images of trumpets awakening 
the dead and their journeys into paradise and hell.

Each raag drawn to the surface in the Marwa composition contributes its unique 
character, creating a rich interlocking dialogue that hovers uneasily between hope and 
melancholy. Ustad Nafees’s voice begins with an evocative alaap, which transmutes 
into a series of interlocking sargams and taans as the composition moves inexorably 
towards its final climax.

Sada e Mehshar stands at the intersection of both tradition and innovation. In the work 
of composers Arshad and Nafees there is a harmonious convergence of cultures form 
both the east and west, that enables the listener to seek a deeper understanding of a 
day of judgement within our inner selves. 
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and co-authored by Mariam Ali Baig in 2022. Suleman lives and works in Karachi, Pakistan.
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2022  Art: Key to Conflict Resolution, Curated by Vasia Deliyianni, Casa Bianca,  
  Thessaloniki, Greece
2022  India Art Fair, Aicon Contemporary booth, Delhi, India 
2022  Embodied Change: South Asian Art Across Time, Seattle Asian Art   
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2021  Patterns of the Past: Weaving Heritage in Pakistani Art, Curated by Zehra  
  Jumabhoy, Grosvenor Gallery, London, UK in collaboration with Canvas  
  Gallery, Karachi, Pakistan.
2021  SOUL fury, Bendigo Art Gallery, curated by Nur Shkembi, Bendigo,  
  Australia. 
2020  A Perfect Society, Aicon Contemporary, New York, USA. 
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  Asia’, Sullivan+Strumpf Sydney, Sydney, Australia
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2019  India Art Fair- Aicon Gallery Booth, Delhi, India
2018  4th Faiz International Festival, Alhamra Art Gallery, Lahore 
2018  Art for Education, curated by Salima Hashmi & Rosa Mario Flavo, Museo  
  Diocesana, Milan, Italy.
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2018  Art Basel Hong Kong, Hong Kong.
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2017  Exhibition of films and talk at Pinakothek  Der Modern Museum, Munich,  
  Germany 
2017-18 South Asian Design- Exploring how South Asian traditional crafts are  
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2016  Abu dhabi Art Fair, Abu dhabi.
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2016  Art Stage Singapore, Singapore. 
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  Taiwan Museum of Fine Arts, Taichung, Taiwan.
2013  Group Show of eminent Modern and contemporary Artists – Canvas  
  gallery, Karachi.  
2013  Group Show-  Here & Now , Curated by Quddus Mirza.  Lahore Art Gallery   
  Lahore, Pakistan. 
2013  Scope Art Fair , New York– USA 
2013  Indian Art Fair, Delhi- India.
2013  Dubai Art Fair, Dubai- UAE
2013  Pulse Art Fair, New York. USA
2012  Group show celebrating 30 years of Rohtas Gallery.Curated by Quddus  
  Mirza National Gallery Islamabad.
2012  The color of the Narrative- contemporary Art from Pakistan, Curated by  
  Salima Hashmi. Bangkok Art & Culture center. Thailand
2012  Phantom of Asia-Contemporary Awakens the Past. Curated by Mami  
  Katoko curator Mori Art Museum, Japan. Asian Art museum, SanFrancisco. 
  USA
2012  Dubai art fair, Aicon gallery booth Dubai.
2012  Indian art summit, Aicon gallery booth New Delhi
2012  Band Baaja Baarat-group show, Curated by Sameera Raja, IVS gallery,  
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  Koel Gallery Karachi.
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  Lahore.
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2009  Different Drummer, Curated By Late Usmaan Ghaouri. IVS Gallery, Karachi.
2009  Going Places- Group show,Canvas Gallery, Karachi. Pakistan
2009  Starring the Artists- Self portraits from Pakistan, IVS Gallery, Karachi,  
  Pakistan.
2009  Hanging Fire- contemporary Art from Pakistan. Asia Society Museum,  
  New York, USA.
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2009  Steel Life- Curated by Elisabetta Pozzetti, La Triennale di Milano   
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2009  Failing States-Two person show at Aicon Gallery, London. UK.
2009  Pulse Contemporary Art Fair. New York. 
2009  Bologna Art Fair. Bologna , Italy
2008  Women of Light- Galerie Davide Gallo-Berlin, Germany. 
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2006  Calligraphy- curated by Amin Gulgee. Amin Gulgee gallery, Karachi,  
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2005  Urban/Culture - CP Open Biennale 2005. Jakarta, Indonesia
2005  Beyond Borders, National Gallery of Modern Art, Bombay, India.
2004  Spielen mit geladenem Gewehr (Playing with the loaded gun), Kunsthalle  
  Fridericianum Kassel, Germany..
2003  43rd Premio Suzzara, Associazione galleria Del Premio Suzzara, Italy. 
2003  Playing with the loaded Gun, Apex Art, New York, U.S.A.
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2002  Imagined Workshop-2nd Fukuoka Asian Art Triennale, Fukuoka, Japan.


